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ſermon, from Hebrews, iv. 16 : after which, "Y 
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Foray, September , Au. Fr 


Ak two o lock, P.M. elder Iſaac Backus preached the 


2, A Moderator and Clerk were choſen, 


3. Letters were read from the ſeveral churches, and the followinghi 
account was taken of the members added, diſmiſſed, excluded, or whe 1 
have died the paſt year; and of the preſent number in each church. 


N. B. Miniſters marked by an + were not preſent. Thoſe horch 
{.. which ſent neither meſſengers or letters ſtand as they did the in 
year, and are diſtinguiſhed by an “. 


CHURCHES, 3 14288 & No. 5 
& | 

aſt, Boſton, Sarmel Still:Yan, 40 1|2 190 

Philip Freeman, | 
Richard Gridley, 

d. Boſton, Jaac Skillman, A 58 

John Martin, : 
8 William Kendall, | ] 
Bellingharr, Noah Alden, | $1 ©7148 
| Aaron T.eland, . 

Haverhill, H.<ekiah Smith, 6 91 117 

* Warren, 83 

Iſt. Middichorough, Juac Backus, | 2-13 116 

+ By Nathaniel Shaw, . 3 
2d. Middleborougb, 7 „ 51 
3d. Middieboiough, + Aa Buch, _ 1] [3] 1191 
þ Ebenezer Nelſon, | 
Charitcn, Nathaniel Green, 2 143 
a David Brown, aÞ 54a | 

Vilbrobasy + Seth Clark, ” as 11/154 

. Aſi apo + Lbenezer Smith, 2 11 90 

Montagu? h Wh 6 | 38 

Roy, Aden. Simeon Chamberlain, 11391 75 

* cnn and, + Mcattcrean Belicu, 39 

V Hatha 9 Villium Williams, 2 1 39 
Joſeph Millard, | 

| | Obediab Allen, p 

wt, Atleborcugb, 2 J. fx 


. © ham WP * 


— — iW 5 —— — 
43> 6x, A 1 


n . 
* ö 8 * or * 
- * 1 . p £ 24 „ 
— N 


cCnvacurs * 


$SENG Tn 2. | | | 
'. & Youth-Brimfield, F Elijah Coding, © 8 
2 „ Woodſtock, A Graf ; 2:4 „ 
7 an, | ov] |, ee oh 
KLE . 2 222 | -ANothaniel Thatcher, IP {2 [3 _—_ 
-” 4 Amos Fletcher, een 
> ® Barnſtable, „„ . 
19 New - Salem,  ' Samuel Bigeow, | 233 | 
a. Philip Hathway, | | "yep © = 
1 ® Grafton, + Elhanah Ingalls, . 5 88 
ice Iſaac Beais, J: Tu 1:; 3 
790 Rn 8 To. Jonathan Newhall, Tis TT. * 
1 John Lyons, .nl | 
6 * Freetown, ; 2 : 97 \ 
3 Medfield, yi Thomas Gair, £« 2 1 79 
. Henry Plimpton, 4 £2 
. | | Aſa Maſon, „ 
8 -® Harwich, . ak, — ney = 
» Killingly, 5 21 | | oF 0 


_ * Southington, | NP | | 5 = 

® Rehoboth, * John Hicks, | +, 

Harvard, | | Jjaiah Parker, 15] :1442 109 | . = 
gl eget ee Willard, c = £ 5 


» Dudley, 5 Eten. 


Jonathan Lewis, : 1 


] Newton, Caleb Blood, | | [z'rm 1 
| „ Thomas Parker. << 
3 Jeremiab Richardſon, | 


Salem, (N. Hamffoire) Samuel Fletcher | 3 | jx| | 64 >. 
* Colerain, "$24: þ©þ ws: $f 


® Northbridge, . oo 4450-4 14-88 5 
CI | + Thomas Green, 2 30 
5 — | Thomas Williams, . „ 197 * 


Gerſhom Cutter 4 |. | — 
2d. Aſhford, Jobn Rathbun, 14413 4 4. : =_ 


| 8 Alnburnham, | > 37 28 g 4 

Providence, + James Manning, 52 1 | 1 | 104 e * 
| F John Pilman, Arn 1 
| 10 Glouceſter, 1 Toſeph Winſor, | of 2r 5 
6 Sturbridge, Jordan Dogde, Traf ©1957 | 


| Jacob-Sheppard, 8 
Templeton, Samuel Bryan, 21 1 | 58 
Daniel Norcroſs, | ; 

New-Rowley, liam Eauing, 112 45 
* Moſes Tenny, | 
Bridgwater "BS. + George Kobinſong IL „ 
James Perkins, 
. "ll Benjamin Fofter, | 69: 
[16<[17; $325} 346c 
The laſt church on this liſt was received the preſent year, b 


4 Received the 1 minutes from the Aſſociation in Philadelphia. 


5- Received letters and minutes from the Shaft bury, Woodſtock au 
: Aſſociations by their meſſengers, viz. Feier Wardei: and Fanal a 
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2% . ia: n 22 from 3 Thomas Baldwin and * Po ; FR ; 
WW” Woodfock ; l and 2 from mages „ 


eonſidered ; upon which it was unanimouſly a ; 


' long oppreſſed by the Congregationaliſts, who have claimed the power of 


that nothing tends more to bring them to an end than a full conviction 


Aſſociation. ho 
6. Az we cannot aſcertain at what hits 8 Abbes | 
ton will meet the next year, voted, To omit ſending a letter. 70 : 


7. Choſe meſf'rs Thomſon and Williams wy the lane to the corre, ; 
ponding Aſſociations. | | 2 


3. Read the circular lattvr to the churches, and jure an tas : 
morrow morning, $0 clock. s 


. 1 SE. 
— — e 

Met purſuant to adjournment. , 

9. Attended to the addreſs from a church at Sutton ; and, after an in- 
guiry into the proceedings of ſaid church, it was propoſed, Whether, 
conſidering all circumſtances, there is not ſufficient reaſon to drop: the. 
Sutten church from this body? Voted in the affirmative. 41,56 6 


10. Read and approved the letter to the ſeveral Aﬀocitions altos | 
read and approved the circular letter to the churches. 


11. Appointed meſſ'rs Filſon and Pitman as our 2 to the! 
Philadelphian Aſſociation ; meſſ'rs Parker, Croſman and Fletcher to that of 
Woodfleck ; meſſ'rs Nathaniel Green and Dodge to that of Shaftſbury | 1 and . 
meſſ'rs Semands and Robinſon to Stozington Aſſociation, 


12. The late ſufferings of the church and ſociety in Cambridge were 


N 
* 
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Reſolved, That as our denomination, in this commonwealth, have been 


ſupporting religious miniſters by tax and compulſion : and as in conſe- 
quence of this, our brethren in Cambridge, beſides their time and. trouble, 
Have lately been at the expenſe of thirty-three pounds fifteen ſhillings, 
we earneſtly recommend, that each church in this Aſſociation raiſe a pro- 
portion of that ſum, as ſoon as may be, and forward the ſame to mr, 
Tfaac Skillman, of Boſton, or to mr. Thomas Green, of Cambridge, for the 
relief of thoſe ſufferers. And, conſidering it is in the general cauſe of 
Jiverty theſe friends have ſtood forth—a cauſe which concerns the citizens | 
of America at large, and particularly affefts ur=Conſidering, alſo, that 
what they have done has evidently given a check to ſuch oppreſſions, and 


in our oppreſſors, that we are united in ſupporting each other in a deter- 
mined refuſal to give any countenance to their arbitrary claims of po 


, 


1 — that we have formerly given encouragement to fan by eack _ ov Toy ; 


F rater OR 
13. 8 If an a ee wed chin $ 1 mitte . 


in friendſhip and fellowſhi to another church, and by them geocivels 
ſhall he he conſidered: | | 
according to the es. aged 
Wee unanimouly, in the m r. 8 1 
14. R der of eter rate, cr py 
Lord's day morning, between the hours of ſeven and eight o'clock, for ſol⸗- 
emn prayer to God, that he will be graciouſly pleaſed, x. Tocauſe a general 
ſpread of the goſpel among the nations of the earth. . in a par- 
| ticular manger, he will be pleaſed to revive his work i in all the churches 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in America. 3. That he will graciouſiy inter- 
poſe in our publick affairgy and over- rule them for his own glory, an 
dur peace, and happinęſs as a people. It is with pleaſure we in- 
form the.churches, that many pious people, in different parts of the con- 5 
tinent, of various TAP e are thus engaged. Let us, then, unite. 22 — 8 


with. a Je, wi at 3 e nes: God and Fa er 05 
2 . 


- "xg. Agreed e ſapplies ; 

Elder Croſman, at Methuen, the third Lord's * in Ober: ms PR 3 
Robinſon, the laſt in Femme „„ 
Rabin ſan, ad Novembett | 


16. Elder Shillman is enced to 2 the circular letter ts the 
Churches for the next year. F 


15 1. The next Aſſociation is to be held at Chelmsford, the Tueſday af- 
er the firſt Wedneſday, in September, at too G clock, . u. Elder Skill. 
1 ig choſen to preach the introductory ſermon, If he fails, = 


* 77 8 : 
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* "a wo "I, 2 ER 


3 9 2 0 to be a . 3 

_- > our Saviour, we renderly falute you, earneſtly ©, © 
. etch, and peace, rough the 

+ OREN "We 9 revewed cauſe humbly, ts ee the Ie: 

PE: qa of an indulgent God, maniſeſted to us ii dur ann. meetings 
3 HE by 


nt WY which. ourſouls have been quickened and cd, 
. . "encd, and the bond of true friend{bip again can red. Wen e 
955.5 8 22 to tranſact the. ig hich; ove rol 
N. OE RT 3 22525. ng: frengther 
7 as; —— nee 


With pleaſure we caninform you, that G0 


; many of the churches, To ſeveral of them, there hae CE large 
\Sitions; we truſt, of ſuch as ſhall be ſaved. 5 | 5 | * 

N |  - Amongſt the various orders of beings known'in ts val ana — 

1 | empire of the Great Jehovab, there are certain rules eſtabliſhed, 


due ſubordination among the whole. Whenever this dubordinatzef 
deſtroyed, and the rules violated, the beauty, order and 1 of ne 
xank of beings are, to a great degree, loſt, + SY £45, 


In civil government, good hwy well exec ute red, are the % 
ſupport thereof. „ er | 


: _ By noticing the divine conftitution 445061 the 8. 5 unde 9 
mer diſpenſation, we find the moſt exact order inſtituted; the vio 
of which was attended with the moſt ſevere puniſhments. Their rewatls 


| and puniſhments were proportioned, without the leaft variation, accord= 


ing to their obedience or diſobedience to the divine inſtitutions, which 
Nene: the purity and propriety of their laws the dignity of their les 


a 


es 
— 


gillator, and the moral obligations "TA were ere e supreme Ge 
| Ernour of the univerſe. States, kingdoms and empires riſe or fall in 
8 ftrenth, glory and power, according to the ſpirit and execution of 


their laws, This was the caſe with the Jewiſh church ; and may we not 


with propriety conclude, it is, and ever will be ſo with the Chriſtian 
church, which is ſuperiour to any incorporate body formed on earth? 
What we mean by th Chriftian church is, Chriſt's church, which con- 
fiſts of many diſtin Þodies of believers. 3 each is called a particular' 
church; which is, a number of 2 of Jeſus Chriſt, form. 
ed into a diftin& body, by mutual compact; ſolemnly engaging t0 each 
other, to walk agreeably to' the laws, precepts and examples of Chriſf, 
made known to us in the ſcriptures of truth; acknowledging Chriſt 


to be the only head of the ſame. Hence paſtors, teachers, elders, dea- 


cons and members, as different parts of this myſtical body, are obliged, 
| by the laws of Chriſt's kingdom, to be faithful in the diſcharge of their 
reſpective duties; the neglect of which introduces a train of pernicious 
evils, which diſturb the peace, proſperity and happineſs of the church, 
| The ſeeds of declenſion, animoſities and diviſions being thus ſowed, the 
church will languiſh, her officers be diſheartened, her members alien« 
ated from each other, and ſcattered ; ; and, inſtead of her anſwering ts 
that character, of being © fir as the moon, clear as the ſun, and terrible 
as an army with banners,” ſhe will be clothed with ſhame, become en- 
feebled, and, like to a broken conſtitution attacked with ſtubborn diſ. 
orders, decline, waſte away, and die. To prevent ſich a threatening ca- 
taſtrophe, let each one attend to his duty, and the whole be united in the 
proper exerciſe % goſpel diſcipline, Common experience teaches the 
neceſſity of paying proper attention to a diſordered member of our body, 


and to endeavour its reſtoration. Similar ſhould be the caſe of the 


church If one member is diſordered it affefs the whole body. Hence 
it is the duty and buſineſs of the whole to take the moſt ſpeedy care of 
the one diſordered ; which care diſcovers that &n2i0z which ſhou!d ever 
ſubſiſt amongſt them. Church diſcipline ſhould be wiſely, tenderly and 
ſtrictly maintained—which tends to the health of the body and ſhould 
never be left to only one or a ſew, when. it is the duty and buſineſs of the 
whole. Subordinate characters ſhoald highly eſteem thoſe who are placed 
over them in the Lord, and age to no and ohey them as ſuch. 1 Theſſ. v. 13. 


Heb. xiii. 17. Contract and ag eciueuts a ongſt them ſhould ever be hel 


ſacred. The hands of paſtors ſheuld b ngthened, by the churches act. 
ing up to the Chriſtian character, a contributing liberally to their ſup. 


port ; by which means they might give themſelves wholly to the work of 
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8 evil, which CO Wh wlll "byX = 
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fus Chriſt, that Rr | db our i A 
2 r how few there are who Eg ang bonel Ciſcharge| this know 
Autyvhich muſt be a erying ian in the ſight & | 
vegzlect of this duty, joined with a departure. from church — 
treat cauſe of the preſent langour which preraik in many „teure 


Brethren; receive from us the following exkiortation 5 i - 


Attend fo the covenant and ſolemn obligations i into which you ned 
mutually entered; and wherein you have been deficient in the — 
ef your covenant obligations, ſeek earneſtly to God by prayer for paßt 3 
dn; and be inceſfant in your fupplications for renewed Rreogth 20d 
grace, that you might be faithful in future. Watch againſt all kinds 4 3 
evil. Be ever ready to do good. As members of Chriſt's church, ><] i 
ready to contribute your aſſiſtance in every branch of 15 1 


- viſcipline. Let covetouſneſs not be indulg 


ber, he wh withliolderls mbre than is wn Fi pk 8e er 


you receive freſh anointings from the Holy Ghoſt; be flled with his ofa 
and grace, and adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour. 


We conclude with the warmeſt recommendation of. the ea 
man's addreſs to the primitive believers— Finally, bretbren, whatſe 6. 
things are true, whatſoever things are honeſt, whatſoever things arejul 1 
whatſoever things are pure, whatſoever things are lovely, whatfold 
things are of good report; if there be aur virtue, if there be any p 
$tiok. on theſe things. 


Sigred by order of the Aſſociation. — 
Mrz EK IAH SMITH, Moderatt 
THOMAS GAIR, Clerk, 
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